Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 NEW DE 06268 021710Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-07 INR-07 LAB-04 
NSAE-00 SIL-01 DODE-OO PA-01 USIA-06 PRS-01 SP-02 
DHA-02 /042W 

022057Z 095518/70 

R 090933Z MAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3096 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE NEW DELHI 6268 

FOLG RECD AS ACTION DELHI INFO BOMBAY, MADRAS RPTD FOR 
YOUR INFO. 

QUOTE. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE CALCUTTA 1028 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, PINT, IN 

SUB J : LABOR SITUATION IMPROVES BUT SOME STRIKES CONTINUE 

REF: CALCUTTA 960 

1 . SINCE OUR REPORT OF A WEEK AGO, LABOR SITUATION IN CAL- 
CUTTA AREA HAS IMPROVED SOMEWHAT. ELECTRICAL WORKERS' AGI- 
TATION HAS LESSENED, SO THAT POWER SUPPLY SITUATION HAS 
BEEN BETTER, ALTHOUGH ONE-DAY SLOWDOWN ON APRIL 27 CAUSED 
SIGNIFICANT "LOAD-SHEDDING" ON THE FOLLOWING DAY. STRIKE 
BY EMPLOYEES OF HOWRAH MUNICIPALITY AND GARBAGE WORKERS OF 
CALCUTTA CORPORATION HAVE BEEN CALLED OFF AND A START HAS 
BEEN MADE IN CLEARING THE ACCUMULATED RUBBISH FROM THE 
CITIES' STREETS. COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY TEACHERS HAVE ALSO 
CALLEDMXFF AGITATION AFTER WEST BENGAL GOVERNMENT ACCEDED 
TO THEIR DEMANDS. 
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2. TWO MAIOR CONTINUING STRIKES INVOLVE NON-TEACHING EM- 
PLOYEES OF UNIVERSITIES AND BARGEMEN. FORMER HAS FORCED 
POSTPONEMENT OF END-OF-YEAR UNIVERSITY EXAMINATIONS AND 

LATTER HAS CREATED SERIOUS PROBLEM FOR JUTE MILLS, WHICH 
SHIP MOST OF THEIR EXPORT GOODS TO THE DOCKS BY BARGE. 
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3. THREATS OF FURTHER DISTURBANCES REMAIN, HOWEVER. ACCORD- 
ING TO PRESS REPORTS, UNIONS OF ELECTRICAL WORKERS ARE 
PLANNING DEMONSTRATIONS ON MAY 1 1 AND A TOKEN STRIKE ON 
MAY 17. THE WAGE AGREEMENT IN THE ENGINEERING INDUSTRY HAS 
EXPIRED AND UNIONS ARE REPORTEDLY PUSHING A CHARTER OF 
DEMANDS. TEA WORKERS IN ASSAM AND WEST BENGAL HAVE REPOR 
EDLY BEGUN AGITATION FOR VARIOUS DEMANDS. UNION LEADERS 
ARE ASKING THAT WORKERS GET SOME BENEFITS FROM CURRENT HIGH 
PROFITS IN THE INDUSTRY. MORE TROUBLE MAY BE EXPECTED IN 
THAT INDUSTRY WITH THE EXPIRATION OF A THREE- YEAR WAGE 
AGREEMENT IN JUNE. 

4. MOST OBSERVERS ARE STILL CONFIDENT THAT LABOR TURMOIL 
WILL NOT REACH CRITICAL LEVEL. LABOR DEPARTMENT OF GOVERN- 
MENT OF WEST BENGAL IS REPORTED TO HAVE CONCLUDED THAT 
"EVEN IF WORKERS IN THE STATE ARE RESTIVE THERE IS NO 
MAJOR THREAT TO INDUSTRIAL PEACE." A SPOKESMAN OF THE 
DEPARTMENT IS QUOTED AS SAYING THAT COMPARED TO SITUATION 
IN MAHARASTRA, UNREST IN WEST BENGAL IS INSIGNIFICANT. 

5. MOST PEOPLE SEE SUBSTANTIAL POLITICAL CONTENT IN THE 
LABOR AGITATION. AFTER YEARS OF REPRESSION, CITU AND OTHER 
LEFTIST UNIONS ARE TAKING ADVANTAGE OF REAL GRIEVANCES TO 
SHOW THEIR MUSCLE. INTUC UNIONS ARE REPORTEDLY JOINING 
EVERY PROTEST IN AN ATXEMPT TO REGAIN THEIR CREDIBILITY. 

THE LEFTIST UNIONS PLAN A MASS RALLY ON MAY DAY AS ANOTHER 
MEANS OF DEMONSTRATING THEIR STRENGTH. IF STATE ELECTIONS 
ARE CALLXA SOON THEY MAY FOREGO AGITATIONAL ACTIVVPY IN 
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HOPES OF ACHIEVING THEIR DEMANDS THROUGH POLITICS. IF 
ELECTIONS ARE DELAYED, THEY MAY REVERT TO STRIKES AND SIMI- 
LAR MEASURES IN AN ATTEMPT TO DISLOCATE LIFE IN THE STATE. 
KORN 

UNQUOTE. SCHNEIDER 
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